
Reconciling Date Formats for Time-Series Consistency

Anaconda Platform Lab Worksheet • Pandas to_datetime()

Participant Name: ___________________________ Date: ___________________________

Section 1: The Dilemma of Mixed Date Formats

When aggregating transaction history logs, web analytics data, or IoT sensor feeds from global regions, date

features frequently collide. A common integrity breakdown occurs when regional formats like DD/MM/YY (e.g.,

European/Commonwealth formats) are appended into datasets utilizing standard ISO-8601 formatting YYYY-

MM-DD. 

Without parsing these explicitly, Pandas will interpret the column as a generic object  string datatype instead

of a proper datetime64  object. This renders time-series indexing, resampling, and shifting window logic

entirely non-functional. 

Section 2: The Core Python/Pandas Arsenal

Key Parameter Insight: By default, Pandas' parsing engine assumes a month-first orientation (US format). If the

input lists days first (such as 25/12/24 ), you must set dayfirst=True  or declare an explicit structural mask

string via the format  argument. 

Format Directive Token Meaning / Application Structural Layout

%d Zero-padded day of the month [01, 02, ..., 31]

%m Zero-padded month number [01, 02, ..., 12]

%y Two-digit year abbreviation without century [00, 01, ..., 99]

%Y Four-digit calendar year representation [2024, 2025, etc.]

Section 3: Guided Lab Script Execution

In your local Jupyter Notebook, instantiate the structural code environment by running the cell initialization

block below:

import pandas as pd

# Simulating inconsistent chronological record inputs
raw_records = {
    'Transaction_ID': [101, 102, 103, 104, 105],
    'Raw_Date': ['2026-03-01', '14/03/26', '2026-03-02', '15/03/26', '2026-03-03']
}
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df = pd.DataFrame(raw_records)
print("--- Raw Datatype Dataframe ---")
print(df.dtypes)
print(df)

Corrective Strategy A: The Mixed/Infer Auto-Parser

If you encounter clean strings belonging to a small collection of standardized formats, you can let Pandas

attempt to dynamically resolve each variation on a case-by-case basis:

# Utilizing the format='mixed' setting to address multiple string syntaxes simultaneously
df['Clean_Date'] = pd.to_datetime(df['Raw_Date'], format='mixed', dayfirst=True)
print("\n--- Unified Chronological Output ---")
print(df)
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Section 4: Verification Exercises

Execute the processing blocks from Section 3 inside your workspace environment, then complete the

analytical questions below.

Question 1: Datatype Identification

Prior to passing the values through pd.to_datetime() , what primitive metadata data-type does 

df['Raw_Date']  register within the Pandas storage layout engine?

Question 2: String Format Evaluation

If you choose to bypass the format='mixed'  auto-parser and want to isolate only the 14/03/26  format

style string exactly using format directives, what sequence of token operators would you pass into the 

format=  keyword property?

Question 3: Chronological Sorting Integrity

Run the expression df.sort_values(by='Raw_Date')  followed by 

df.sort_values(by='Clean_Date') . Explain below why raw string sorting fails to present correct

chronological tracking pipelines compared to standard datetime structural sorting:

Section 5: Independent Sandbox Challenge

🚀 Challenge Assignment: An external API pipeline logs an erratic fallback format string structured as "Day-

MonthName-Year4Digit"  (e.g., "29-Jun-2026" ). 

Write a code snippet below that explicitly overrides this issue by compiling specific formatting codes without relying

on dynamic automated guesswork. 

Hint: %b  targets abbreviated month nomenclature.

Write Your Custom Solution Code Below:

# Provide your explicit to_datetime string normalization mapping logic below:
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Quick Tip: Testing Consistency Validations

Always perform a downstream check utilizing df.info()  to confirm that the parsed columns register strictly

as datetime64[ns]  structures rather than mixed object  formats before generating downstream analytical

charts.
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